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Abstract 
This paper explores the Fellowcraft Degree of Freemasonry as articulated in Albert Pike’s 
Morals and Dogma, published in 1871. The Fellowcraft Degree—often seen as the second 
step in a speculative Freemason’s journey—encapsulates the symbolic ascent from 
operative craftsmanship to speculative wisdom. Albert Pike, a leading figure in the 
Southern Jurisdiction of the Scottish Rite, imbues the degree with profound philosophical, 
mystical, and moral interpretations. This paper analyzes Pike's treatment of the degree, 
placing it within the broader context of Masonic thought, Western esotericism, and the 
perennial quest for human enlightenment. 

 

1. Introduction: Pike’s Vision and the Masonic Journey 

Albert Pike’s Morals and Dogma is a cornerstone of Scottish Rite Freemasonry, offering a 
deep philosophical exegesis of the degrees. The Fellowcraft Degree, situated between the 
Entered Apprentice and the Master Mason, is a liminal phase—neither the beginning nor 
the culmination. It represents the cultivation of intellect, the pursuit of knowledge, and the 
moral refinement necessary to climb the spiritual ladder of Freemasonry. Pike interprets 
the symbols and allegories of the degree not merely as moral lessons but as invitations into 
an esoteric tradition rooted in Neoplatonism, Hermeticism, and the ancient mysteries. 

 

2. Symbolism of the Fellowcraft Degree 

The Fellowcraft is symbolically associated with the middle chamber of King Solomon’s 
Temple, which in Pike’s interpretation represents the domain of reason, learning, and 
intellectual development. Among the most important symbols in this degree are: 

2.1. The Two Pillars: Jachin and Boaz 

Pike elaborates on the biblical symbolism of these pillars, tying them to dual principles of 
strength and establishment, but also to the dualities inherent in creation—mercy and 
justice, male and female, active and passive. He connects them to the Kabbalistic Tree of 
Life and the ancient mysteries of Isis and Osiris, suggesting that true wisdom comes from 
balancing opposites. 

2.2. The Winding Staircase 



Perhaps the most important architectural symbol of the degree, the winding staircase 
represents the spiral path of intellectual and spiritual ascent. Pike sees in it the arduous 
but noble journey of the human soul toward divine truth. Each step on the staircase 
corresponds to a virtue or intellectual discipline—the liberal arts and sciences—which he 
sees as essential tools for moral and spiritual elevation. 

2.3. The Letter “G” 

In the Fellowcraft Degree, the letter “G” is often explained as representing Geometry or 
God. Pike expands this interpretation to include the Grand Architect of the Universe, 
drawing from Hermetic and Platonic traditions to portray a deity that is both immanent in 
nature and transcendent. Geometry becomes the symbolic science by which the divine 
order is discerned in the cosmos. 

 

3. The Philosophical Dimensions 

Pike’s analysis is thoroughly philosophical, drawing on Pythagorean, Platonic, and 
Kabbalistic sources to suggest that the degree is fundamentally about gnosis—knowledge 
not as mere information, but as transformative insight. The Fellowcraft is called to master 
the faculties of reason, observation, and study as a preparation for the more mystical 
revelations of the Master Mason Degree. 

3.1. Knowledge as Power and Responsibility 

For Pike, knowledge is sacred. It is both the path to enlightenment and a potential danger if 
misused. The Fellowcraft Degree teaches that knowledge without virtue is incomplete; it 
must be yoked to moral purpose. This echoes the ancient teaching that the philosopher 
must also be just. 

3.2. The Middle Chamber as the Human Soul 

The journey to the middle chamber can be read allegorically as the journey inward. Pike 
subtly implies that the temple is not merely Solomon’s physical edifice but the inner 
temple of the human being. The Fellowcraft learns to build this temple through discipline, 
reflection, and study. 

 

4. Moral Teachings 



Beyond its philosophical and symbolic richness, the Fellowcraft Degree also contains 
moral teachings. These are framed not as external commandments but as internal 
imperatives aligned with natural and divine law. 

4.1. The Moral Geometry 

Drawing from the Masonic idea that "geometry is the basis of Freemasonry," Pike suggests 
that moral laws are as precise and immutable as mathematical laws. Harmony, balance, 
and proportion are virtues both in architecture and in the human soul. 

4.2. Labor and Dignity 

The Fellowcraft is a worker—not merely a laborer of stone, but of wisdom and ethics. Pike 
emphasizes the dignity of work and the nobility of the worker. This connects the degree to 
both Enlightenment ideals and ancient conceptions of moral labor as a path to divinity. 

 

5. Conclusion: Toward the Mastery of the Self 

The Fellowcraft Degree, as interpreted by Albert Pike, is a microcosm of the human journey 
toward wisdom and self-mastery. Through its symbols, allegories, and philosophical 
underpinnings, it invites the initiate to ascend the winding staircase of life—not for 
personal gain but for spiritual illumination. Pike’s treatment elevates the degree from a rite 
of passage to a rite of transformation, urging every Mason to become a Fellow of the Craft 
in the deepest sense: a conscious, moral, and enlightened being. 
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